Six Contemporary Teachers at the Time of Buddha

The 6 prominent Samanna teachers and their teachings were clearly illustrated in the Samannaphala Sutta (The Fruits of the Homeless life) in Digha Nikaya (Long discourses). In this discourse, King Ajatasattu wanted to know the fruits of the homeless life from the prominent teachers of the day but none of them gave him an acceptable answer but expressed their own philosophy instead.

Other sources are Tamil and Jain texts.
Purana Kassapa (The Old One)

Belongs to the Ajivika School

(Ajiva means the way of life). The Ajivikas are the followers of the way of life, an ascetic order that started at the time of Buddha and Mahavira and lasted until the 14th century AD. 

Do not believe in kamma. All the actions of men are considered no actions

at all. He believed that good or bad actions do not produce any effect at all. Murder and theft were acceptable, as no evil was done. He taught that there was no merit in doing good.

Makkali Gosala

Belong to the Ajivika School 

It is a doctrine of predestination or niyati (fate or destiny). All living beings have no self- control over their destiny. Human effort is useless as niyati is the sole determinant of every happening.

Beings are purified without cause or condition. Believed in the transmigration of each individual soul through a series of reincarnation, experiencing every possible kind of life. Each soul transmigrates through 84 lakhs (1 lakh=100,000) before release. Nirvana was only to be reached after through an immense number of lives, which proceeded automatically like the unwinding of a ball of thread, the last life being an Ajivika monk.

The school developed an elaborate system of divination and prognostication by interpretation of dreams and other omens. Ajivikas were sometimes employed by kings to make predictions. The original function of this predeterminism is to induce a spirit of resignation and peace of mind.

Buddha criticized this line of thought as it leads to passivity, and discourage any human effort.

Life of Gosala

An account obtained from the fifth anga of the Jain canon.

Born in Magadha, son of a mankha, professional mendicant in a cowshed (gosala). He started his ascetic life as a mendicant, whose symbol was the carrying of a bamboo staff. He met Mahavira and became his disciple. 

After 6 years, he felt he was more advanced than Mahvira, with magical powers. He set up a rival sect, known as Ajivikas, with the headquarters in the house of a potter woman in Savatthi. 

16 years later, Mahavira visited Savatthi and condemned Gosala and his followers as slaves of women. The 2 sects fought and 2 of Mahavira’s disciples were disabled.

Gosala was disgraced and he became unhinged, turning to drinking, singing and dancing with the potter woman. After 6 months of riotous living, he died. Before he died, he told his disciples that Mahavira said the truth about him and he should be buried with dishonor and public shame. But his disciples did not carry out the master’s instructions.

Ajita Kesakambali

Belongs to the Lokayata School or materialist school.

The universe is made up of the 4 elements of earth, water, heat and air. All phenomena consist of combinations of these four and consciousness. There is no soul and no transmigration.

There is also no kamma. All acts are spontaneous. Upon death, the breaking up of the body is the ultimate annihilation of that person.

The purpose of life is to enjoy the pleasure of the senses (kama). The Lokayata School maintains that there is more happiness than unhappiness in life.

Sanjaya Belatthaputta

He maintained that there is no conclusive knowledge about any philosophical problems. He had doubts about the nature of knowledge and investigations of logic. A technique of systematic evasion is developed to avoid disputes, loss of tempers, peace of mind and friendship. He was a skeptic towards metaphysical statements.

Sanjaya was a well- known leader of the Agnostic School. He was described to be as slippery as an eel, and refused to give a commitment to any particular point of view. In reply to a question, “Is there an afterlife?” would not say “It is so” or “It is otherwise” nor would he say, “It is not so” or “It is not not so”

Sanjaya was said to be a keen intellectual and was the teacher of Sariputta and Moggallana before they took refuge in Buddha.

Pakudha Kaccayana

Belongs to the Ajivika School.

Believed in the eternal existence of 7 basic principles of earth, water, heat, air, pleasure, pain and life principle. These undergo no alteration and do not interact. These constituent elements of the universe were uncreated, indestructible and rigid. Any action merely passes ineffectively between the atoms. As the permanent soul cannot be injured or destroyed, there is no basis for morality and they need not be responsible for their actions. 

Thus if a person is stabbed with a knife, the knife does nothing but merely passes through the space between the elements. Thus it is of no consequence, even if the person dies.

He was the first Indian Atomist.

Fruits of Homeless life

Buddha clearly illustrated the fruits of the homeless life. A slave or any householder who shave off his hair, don yellow robes and go forth to the homeless life and will receive the following fruits:

1. Homage from lay folks and even the king

2. 4 requisites of food, robes, lodging and medicines

3. Protection

And with practice according to the Buddha’s teachings, receive the following fruits:

4. Blameless bliss from maintaining the Ariyan morality

5. Skill in guarding the sense doors

6. Accomplishment in mindfulness and clear awareness

7. Contentment in the requisites

8. Abandonment of the 5 hindrances of wordly desires, ill will, sloth & torpor, restlessness and worry and doubt

9. Bliss of the 4 jhanas

10. Various supernormal powers

11. Knowledge of the 4 Noble Truths

12. Nibbana
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